
Devon F Knoll
June 18, 1939 - January 18, 2009

Devon F. Knoll, 69, of Topeka, passed away Tues. January 13, 2008 at his
home after a long and courageous battle with cancer. He was born June 18,
1939 in Zurich, KS, the son of Adam and Barbara Sander Knoll. Devon
graduated from Victoria High School, Victoria, KS and received his Bachelor
of Arts degree from Fort Hays State University. He received a Masters of
Public Administration from the University of Kansas as well as a Masters of
Administration of Justice from Wichita State University. He worked for the
Allen Co. Welfare Dept. in Iola, KS from March 1964 to May 1965. He then
worked for the Kansas Dept. of Parole and Probation and the Kansas Dept. of
Corrections from May 1965 to August 1994. During his employment he was a
Parole Officer in Shawnee, Jefferson, Franklin and Douglas counties and
served as the Director of the Kansas Parole Board. Following his retirement
from the State of Kansas, Devon worked part-time for Meals on Wheels in
Shawnee and Jefferson counties. He was honored as the 1990 Non-
Uniformed Employee of the Year by the Kansas Dept. of Corrections. He was
appointed a member of the State Board of Indigents’ Defense Services by
Governor Bill Graves in 1997 and 2000. Devon was an avid KU Jayhawk fan
and volunteered as an usher at football and men’s basketball games for over
35 years. He was the current president of the Meadowlark New Voice Club of
Northeast Kansas after becoming a neck breather in 2006. He enjoyed sailing,
fishing and watching sports, but his greatest joy came from being with his
family, especially his two grandchildren. Devon married Janice (Jan) Turner on



May 8, 1965 in Iola. She survives. Devon and Jan lived at Perry Lake in
Jefferson Co. for over thirty years prior to returning to Topeka in 2003. Other
survivors include a son, Christopher Knoll (Weiqian) of Kansas City, MO; a
daughter, Kelley Berryman (Jason) of Topeka; two grandchildren, Alec and
Myah Berryman of Topeka; brothers, Wayne Knoll (Beatrice Ann), Springfield,
Virginia, Omer Knoll, Palco, KS, Lester Knoll, Gilbert, AZ, Carroll Knoll,
Garden City, KS, and Larry Knoll, Littleton, CO; sisters, Iris Knoll, Victoria, KS
and Jane Tenney (Jim) St. George, UT. Cremation is planned. The family will
greet friends from 6 to 7:30 pm Sunday, January 18 at Kevin Brennan Family
Funeral Home, 2801 SW. Urish Rd., Topeka, KS 66614, where a parish rosary
will begin at 7:00 pm. Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 am
Monday, January 19 at Most Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church with
inurnment to follow in Mount Calvary Cemetery. Memorial contributions may
be given to Most Pure Heart of Mary Church, St. Fidelis Church or Midland
Hospice House and sent care of the funeral home.
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frank westgate - March 17, 2024 at 11:00 PM

I meant Devon 1990 when was a Parol officer
for Douglas Co. We became friends,
outstanding people and his good nature left a
positive impact upon me 

 Rest in Peace 

January 28, 2023 at 12:08 PM

Devon F Knoll

Vicki Arnett - January 19, 2009 at 09:23 AM

To Jan and all of Devon's family, I am so sorry for your loss. I have
very fond memories of sailing with Devon at Lake Perry many years
ago. Devon was always a patient teacher of sailors and a gracious
host to friends.
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phil lacey - January 18, 2009 at 12:37 PM

Jan and family, I first met met Devon about 1959 or 1960 at Fort
Hays. Although we never took a class together, never roomed
together, belonged to different fraternities, we somehow became
friends over the rest of our college careers. Some of my memories
include coming in early Sunday morning to his parents house and
being directed to empty beds, only to be woke by his mom in time to
go to mass. Naturally we guests all protested that we were
Protestants (even the Catholics, like myself)because we knew she
was going to tell us that we needed to go to church even if we
weren't Catholic. Devon and the life experiences we shared will be
remembered. (As will the Knoll family that put up with us.)

Tom Rohr - January 17, 2009 at 01:40 PM

I was saddened to learn about the loss of Devon and my sincerest
condolences to his family in this time of grief. 
 
I spent many hours with Devon at Ft. Hays and even some lunches
with his father Adam at the grain elevator in Hays. 
 
I will remember him in my prayers.
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Erin Kirkland - January 16, 2009 at 09:10 AM

Jan and family, 
 
We have lost a great one. Devon was such a special member of our
community. He made a difference in many people's lives. He will be
missed but also continue to be present in our memories. I feel
blessed to have been a part of his life. 
 
You are all in my prayers. 
 
Erin Kirkland


