
James "Jim" Beck
June 19, 1939 - December 17, 2024

James “Jim” Arthur Beck, a beloved husband, father, brother, and respected
engineer, passed away on December 17, 2024, at the age of 85. He was born
to Clifford and Vera Beck on June 19, 1939, and grew up in Paris, Illinois with
his two sisters, Jackie and Nancy. 

 

After graduating from Paris High School in 1957, James “Jim” continued his
post-secondary education at Rose Polytechnic Institute of Technology in Terre
Haute, Indiana. While working three jobs, he graduated with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering in 1961. After graduating from college, he
went to work for the Indiana Flood Control and Water Resources Commission
in Indianapolis, Indiana and was there from 1961 to 1964. In 1964, he moved
to Topeka, Kansas to continue his engineering career and held many positions
within the private and public sectors in Topeka and Chanute, Kansas and
Cedar Falls, Iowa, retiring from his profession back in Topeka in June of 2002.
In 1962, he enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserve and served his
Country reaching the rank of Staff Sergeant with experience in the area of
water and wastewater processing until he was honorably discharged in 1968. 

 

While working in Topeka, Jim married Carol Ann Harris, with the ceremony
occurring in their hometown of Paris, Illinois, on June 13, 1965. During their
59-year marriage, they raised two sons, Craig Douglas and Kevin Wayne. Jim
was dedicated to his marriage, raising his sons, and to his career as an



engineer. He instilled in his sons the values of hard work, dedication, and the
importance of always striving to do their best in everything they do. Jim was
an active member of the Topeka Civitan Club, Kaw Valley Woodcarvers, North
Topeka Band, Marshalls Civic Band, Cedar Falls Municipal Band, Northeast
Iowa Camera Club, Kansas Society of Professional Engineers, Kansas
Consulting Engineers, and Iowa Engineering Society. He was also a longtime
active member of First Baptist Church. 

 

Jim is preceded in death by his parents, Clifford and Vera Beck and his sister,
Jackie Fletcher. He is survived by his wife, Carol of Topeka, Kansas; sister
Nancy Wilson (Dwight) of Marshall, Illinois; sons, Craig Beck (Jennie) of
Bonner Springs, Kansas and Kevin Beck (DeAnne) of Topeka, Kansas;
grandchildren Hayden Beck, Hailey Beck, Rachel Beck, Sarah Beck, Daniel
Beck, and Hannah Beck. 

 

A visitation for family and friends will be held on Saturday, December 28,
2024, from 2 to 5 p.m. at Sherwood Lake Club, 6910 SW Fountaindale Road,
Topeka KS 66614. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Sheltered Living of Topeka, 3401 SW
Harrison Street, Topeka, Kansas 66611 or Topeka Civitan Club, PO Box 1204,
Topeka, Kansas 66601 

 

Condolences may be sent online at www.kevinbrennanfamily.com
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Visitation

DEC 28. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Sherwood Lake Club
6910 SW Fountaindale Road
Topeka, KS 66614
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Ed Fenton - December 28, 2024 at 11:01 PM

Sorry to hear of Jim’s passing! Sure appreciated Jim and each of
you! A great family! Take care during these difficult times 

  
Ed Fenton

December 27, 2024 at 10:31 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of James "Jim" Beck.

JAMES ROBERT CULVER - December 25, 2024 at 12:46 PM

Carol, I am so saddened of Jim's passing. He was a joy to be with in
the tuba section. I looked forward to concerts with knowing that Jim
would be there, You and the family have my deepest sympathy.

https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Rev. Janet Crowl - December 23, 2024 at 12:26 PM

It was good to greet you, Carol. I was deeply saddened hearing of
Jim's death. I know that he is missed by family and friends on this
earthly realm. I also know that there is joy and words of greeting
and hallelujah in the heavenly realm. Jim's faith was strong and to
know that he is with Jesus and at the throne of God, warms and
brings joy to my heart. The first time I met Jim he was ushing, which
was his love. The many years of ushering, listening to him playing in
the brass choir, and having wonderful talks and joking together, I
cherish. I am covering the family in prayers of love and comfort in
the name of Jesus. Please don't be strangers. - Rev. Janet Crowl,
FBC Topeka

December 23, 2024 at 09:18 AM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of James "Jim" Beck.

Barbara Stearman - December 21, 2024 at 09:01 PM

I am sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. He was
such a pleasant man, and I always enjoyed
visiting with him. You are all in our thoughts
and prayers. God Bless, Barb and Terry

https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

