
James "Jim" Heit
February 7, 1938 - January 25, 2025

James Joseph “Jim” Heit, 86, Topeka, Kansas, passed away Saturday,
January 25, 2025. 

 

Jim was born February 7, 1938, in Kinsley, Kansas, the son of Joseph and
Augusta Pfeifer Heit. The family moved to Topeka in 1941 where he attended
St. Joseph Grade School and graduated from Hayden High School in 1956.
Jim attended St. Thomas Seminary for two years. In 1959, Jim and Shirley
Ann Quick were united in marriage enjoying over 58 years together prior to
her death in 2018. 

 

Jim earned degrees in math and chemistry from Washburn University in 1964.
He had a great work ethic. His career was in home construction working for
various companies: Bowman, Whelan’s, RoHe, McPherson and his own
company, Heit Construction. He had a math brain; he never used a calculator,
even figuring angles in his head. 

Jim loved cooking, even as a teenager he cooked at Bishop’s Cafe. He
enjoyed cooking for his family and preparing traditional German food. He
loved teasing people and giving them a hard time. He had a wonderful smile
that lit up his face. Jim loved his family. 

 

Survivors include his children, Pam Keenan (Larry), Tony Heit (Terri), Jeff Heit



(Cathy) and Mark Heit (Shane); son-in-law, Pat Meikel; grandchildren, Audrey
Campbell (Seth), Phillip Meikel (Tammy), Alex Meikel, Arianna Meikel, Katie
Heit Lawal (Dolapo), Paul Heit, Emma Heit, Ellie Heit, Josh Heit, Jake Heit
(Ellee), Riley Heit, Henry Heit and Lucy Heit; great-grandchildren, Harry,
Teddy, Sam and Charlotte Campbell and Oliver and Evelyn Meikel; and Jim’s
brothers, Francis Heit (Beattie) and Bernard Heit (Donna). 

 

Jim was also preceded in death by his daughter, Annetta Heit Meikel, his
granddaughter, Alaina Meikel and his sister, Mary Ann Heit. 

 

Family will greet friends for 5 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, February 6, at Kevin
Brennan Family Funeral Home, 2801 SW Urish Road, Topeka KS 66614,
where the rosary will be prayed at 6:30 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. Friday at St. Joseph Church. Burial will follow in Mount
Calvary Cemetery. 

 

The Heit family sends special thanks to Lynn Fast for her care and friendship. 
 

Memorial contributions may be made to Sacred Heart-St. Joseph Parish sent
in care of the funeral home. 

Condolences may be sent online to www.kevinbrennanfamily.com.



Cemetery Details

Mount Calvary Cemetery

801 SW Westchester Rd
Topeka, KS 66606

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 6. 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM (CT)

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home
2801 SW Urish Road
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 272-7888
info@kevinbrennanfamily.com

Rosary

FEB 6. 6:30 PM (CT)

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home
2801 SW Urish Road
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 272-7888
info@kevinbrennanfamily.com

mailto:info@kevinbrennanfamily.com
mailto:info@kevinbrennanfamily.com


Mass of Christian Burial

FEB 7. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Joseph Catholic Church
227 SW Van Buren Street
Topeka, KS 66603



Tribute Wall







JG

February 06, 2025 at 09:03 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
James "Jim" Heit.

February 06, 2025 at 01:19 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James "Jim" Heit.

February 06, 2025 at 01:19 AM

Divine Light was purchased for the family of
James "Jim" Heit.

Joe Geist - January 30, 2025 at 08:49 AM

May his soul rest in Pax. I still have works by him in my home in
Fayette. He was a master carpenter. May he and Shirley be
reunited in heavenly bliss. 

  
Joe E. Geist, Fayette

https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


TM

KM

RS

tom mignacca - January 28, 2025 at 07:07 PM

I remember Jim from the 90's I went over his house , and he gave
me a pick up load of trim, and oak boards so I can work on my
woodworking skills. He was so nice to talk to , and i am sorry to
hear about his passing.

Klarilee A Meseke - January 28, 2025 at 02:18 PM

To the Heit Family: I remember your dad installed our cabinets in
our home in Topeka and we also recall several of you from Hayden.
Our sympathy is with you. Ben and Klara (Ketter) Meseke

Rick Strecker - January 27, 2025 at 06:39 PM

To the Heit Family, 
We are so sorry to hear of your Dad’s passing. We remember him
fondly. 
God Bless, 
The Streckers


