John R. Bueltel

July 15, 1929 - June 13, 2020

We will be live streaming John's funeral service Wednesday June 24, at 10
a.m. on our Facebook page. You can click on this link. KBFFH Facebook (http
s:/lwww.facebook.com/Kevin-Brennan-Family-Funeral-Home-1168761483427
62/)

John Robert Bueltel, known to his family as “Bob,” began his life journey on
July 15, 1929, in Marysville, Kansas, son of a carpenter and a schoolteacher.
He was the second son of four children born to Frank and “Betty” (Sara
Elizabeth McGrath) Bueltel. Bob’s journey ended on June 13, 2020, at 90
years young.

Many previous generations of his family were in construction. So, it was no
surprise when at 14, he began working construction under his father. He
would tell stories of a time when basements were dug with a team of horses
over a week’s time and contracts were set by a handshake.

In 1952, Bob enlisted in the United States Army in the Engineering division.
While serving in the Army, he received written recognition from his Battalion
Commander for attaining the highest score on the Engineer Proficiency test.
In one year, he was also promoted within his unit by Sgt. Steven M. Winston.
In his recommendation, Sgt. Winston wrote “He is considered a genuine asset
to this unit in the fulfillment of its mission and more especially to the U.S.



Army.”

When Bob returned to civilian life, he went on a surprise blind date and met
Mary Frances Mott. He said he married her because she had stock in IBM. In
reality, Bob knew she was the one while they were dancing in front of the
grand fireplace in the dance hall near the Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

The two married on January 15, 1955, at St. Mary’s Cathedral in downtown
Colorado Springs. The couple returned to Topeka and had two children, Linda
and John. Mary and their children remained at the top of Bob’s priority list for
the rest of his days. He thoroughly enjoyed his many family members and
Mary and Bob frequently hosted family gatherings at their home.

In 1973, Bob partnered with Bob Lee and the two started Lee & Bueltel
Construction Company. They successfully built office buildings, schools,
hospitals, hotels, a theatre, an ape house at the zoo, manufacturing facilities
and many, many other impressive structures. In addition to Kansas, Bob
managed and supervised construction work in lowa, Nebraska, Missouri,
Colorado, and Texas.

Bob would often point out opportunities to improve function and design from a
builder’s perspective and was not afraid to share his opinion — ever. He could
talk for hours about his countless experiences in the construction industry.
One of his family’s favorite stories was about building high-rise luxury
apartments in Denver. Ella Fitzgerald and Kirk Douglas were among the
investors he worked with. Evidently, the parties were fabulous and full of song.

After building the first two Walmart stores in Topeka in record time, Sam
Walton asked Bob to relocate to Arkansas and build Walmart stores
exclusively. Sam also told him he needed to get a pilot’s license so he could



fly to job sites around the country. Very near to retirement and with no desire
to learn to fly a plane, Bob declined Walton’s offer and retired in 1994.

While his buildings will stand the test of time, Bob also placed his interest in
building people. He never missed responding to a letter or a call or a chance
to visit with a great-niece or a grandchild.

When Bob wasn’t working, he was talking history and politics, playing golf,
watching sports and telling tales. He rarely missed daily Mass at Most Pure
Heart of Mary Church to pray for the rest of us.

Bob and Mary were able to travel to many spiritual places around the globe.
Every summer they took their children on educational and family trips around
the United States. He shared an adventurous and wonderful life.

In 2014, Mary moved into a memory care unit and for the first time in nearly
60 years, the two lived separately. Being the dedicated and devout husband
that Bob was, he drove himself across town and visited his beloved Mary daily
in the nursing home.

Bob is survived by his wife, Mary; daughter, Linda Bull (Rick); son, John
Bueltel (Danita);

Grandchildren, Ben and lan Anderson, Heather Clinton (Eric), Brandon Bull,
Brady Bueltel, Sara Peak, Mykel Lloyd, Dalton Lloyd-Becker; great-
grandchildren, Payton Bueltel, Preston Peak, Adeline and Scarlet Clinton. His
tribe will greatly miss his gift of story, his sense of style, his great faith and his
moral compass.

Bob’s family is grateful to our extended families at Brewster Place and
Aldersgate Village for making his final years stimulating and meaningful.



Parish rosary will be prayed at 4 p.m. Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at Kevin
Brennan Family Funeral Home, 2801 SW Urish Road, Topeka KS 66614,
where visitation will continue until 6 p.m.

Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Wednesday, June 24,
2020, at Most Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 3601 SW 17th Street,
Topeka KS 66604. Burial will follow in Mount Calvary Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Hayden Catholic High School or
Most Pure Heart of Mary Church, sent in care of the funeral home.



Previous Events

Parish Rosary

JUN 23. 4:00 PM (CT)

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home
2801 SW Urish Road

Topeka, KS 66614

(785) 272-7888
info@kevinbrennanfamily.com

Visitation

JUN 23. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home
2801 SW Urish Road

Topeka, KS 66614

(785) 272-7888
info@kevinbrennanfamily.com

Mass of Christian Burial

JUN 24. 10:00 AM (CT)

Most Pure Heart of Mary Church
3601 SW 17th Street
Topeka, KS 66604
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Tribute Wall

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of John R. Bueltel

Kevin Brennan Family Funeral Home - June 21, 2020 at 05:01 PM

John R. Bueltel

January 28, 2023 at 12:08 PM



My sincere condolences to you all - your dad meant a lot to my
folks, and | always thought the world of both him and you mother.
He was a man who was a force in everything he was involved in,
and a truly good person. May your family's wonderful memories fill
your hearts with comfort in this loss of your dear dad, grandfather,
great grandfather, uncle and great uncle and brother to your Aunt
Joann - and to all of the folks of our parents generation who are still
with us that knew and loved and respected him, as well as some of
the younger generations who will remember him and all he did with
great fondness. | know Dad and so many others were there to greet
him as he entered the hereafter. If Mom could understand the loss,
she would be very sad, but you know how that goes for our dear
mothers. Thanks for sharing him with all of us. It was a pleasure to
know him. | pray for Mary every night, and have been including all of
you, and pray perpetual light shines upon the wonderful John R
Bueltel. May he rest in eternal peace.

Dee Byard Poe - June 23, 2020 at 04:34 PM

We got to know Bob and Mary through Marriage Encounter and
Most Pure Heart. As many have noted, Bob was delightful and
entertaining where ever he went. He and family are in our thoughts
and prayers.

Jerry & Anna Marie Lammers

Jerry & Anna Marie Lammers - June 23, 2020 at 02:02 PM



Linda and John- Uncle Bob- To me he was towering above
there......Tough as nails, but could be a real softie without any
coaxing. ..Hard worker, GREAT TASTE in his long time mate! |
admired that we were related, that he was held in high esteem by
his fellow contracters. He was an ICON that will be missed. R.I.P.

Mark Bueltel
Gladstone, Mo.

Mark Bueltel - June 21, 2020 at 09:02 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
John R. Bueltel.

June 20, 2020 at 11:52 PM

To the family,

| am very sorry to hear of your loss. Mr. Bueltel was always a
reliable advisor on construction projects at Hayden and a good
friend. | will miss his wit and charm.

God Bless,

Rick Strecker - June 20, 2020 at 10:37 AM


https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kevinbrennanfamily.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

